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~Leann Barth                        
Past President 

A global volunteer organization that improves 
the lives of women and girls through programs 
leading to social and economic empowerment.. 

~ Donna Ard                      
Vice President 

~ Karen Harmon            
Recording Secretary 

~Roshelle Ford      
Corresponding Secretary 

~ Kathy Newsome      
Treasurer 

~ Sherry Grady                  
President Program/Business Meeting 

Tuesday, November 13 – 5:30 p.m.       
Olive Tree Venue 

 

Happy New Year!  Our Soroptimist club will ring in the New 
Year with a “Business only” meeting this January.  What a 
great way to begin the year – we will hear committee reports 
focused on plans for the remainder of 2018-2019 as well as 
accomplishments/. already achieved.   

The survey results from earlier in the year have been 
summarized and will be presented and discussed.  Along with 
items that surface in the survey, this is also the time to take a 
look at how our club operates to see what adjustments we 
wish to make.  This could be in committee structure, 
leadership roles, service projects, etc.  So come with your ideas 
for making our club even more successful in the coming year. 

See you Tuesday, January 8 at The Olive Tree. 

Happy	New	Year	Ladies!	
The	Christmas	Gala	was	spectacular!	We	surpassed	what	we	thought	we	would	make	on	our	Gala.	For	
this	I	want	you	to	give	yourself	a	pat	on	the	back.	If	it	weren’t	for	you,	we	would	not	have	made	our	
goal	on	the	Gala.	We	had	more	auction	item	than	we	have	ever	had.	Thank	you	to	those	who	went	out	
and	got	those	items.	I	would	like	to	give	a	special	thank	you	to	all	of	you	ladies	that	underwrote	the	
music,	invitations	and	the	auction.	You	ladies	are	special.	An	extra	thank	you	goes	to	Linda	Bowles,	
Roshelle	Ford	and	Kathy	Newsom	for	the	extra	hard	work	they	put	in	for	the	event.	I	also	want	thank	
Doug	Bowles	for	putting	up	with	a	house	full	of	auction	items.	
	
I	heard	a	lot	of	good	comments	about	the	venue	and	the	event.	We	will	be	getting	together	January	
12,	2019	at	Kathy	Newsom’s	office	to	wrap-up	the	fundraiser	and	see	about	improving	a	few	things.		
If	you	have	any	comments	or	thoughts,	please	send	an	email	to	Cleo.	(cleo@cleosdesigns.com)	

Hope	to	see	you	at	the	meeting	on	Tuesday	January	8th.		Kathy	will	have	the	final	treasurer’s	report	
then.	Come	see	how	we	did.	
Cleo	Mounday	and	Judy	Haglund	Ways	and	Means	co-chairs.		
	
Reminder	to	the	Ways	and	Means	committee.	We	will	meet	on	January	12,	2019	at	Kathy	Newsome’s	
office	at	9:00	a.m.	for	our	Wrap-up	meeting	of	the	Gala.	

Cleo	 
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New	Member	-	Sharon	Iorio	Dates to Remember 

January Birthdays 

Martha Lewis 10 
Cecilia Davis 13 
Jane McHugh 18 
Debi Lawson 28 

Sharon grew up in Oklahoma and attended OU.  She began her 
career as a journalist and high school teacher.  Then she lived in 
Maryland, California, Illinois and Oklahoma with her husband 
(an attorney) and their three sons.  In midlife, she completed 
her doctoral degree at Oklahoma State University and became 
an assistant professor at WSU.  Sharon retired from WSU in 
2015 after almost 25 years; her last position was Professor and 
Dean of the College of Education.   

Now a widow, Sharon likes to spend her time reading, 
traveling, and volunteering at Exploration Place.  She also 
writes for Insight Kansas, which is a group of five Kansas 
professors who produce weekly op-ed pieces that go to daily 
newspapers in Kansas.   

Sharon learned of our Soroptimist Club from Marty, Mary and 
Donna Wolfe, and was interested in joining us "for the 
companionship of interesting women who seek to help other 
women in the community, and I look forward to helping move 
the Soroptimist goals forward." 

Simply SOLT 

Nominating	Committee	shall	be	formed	in	January	and	consist	of	
three	members,	only	one	which	can	be	from	the	board;	one	
member	appointed	by	the	President	to	act	as	chairperson;	one	
member	elected	by	and	from	the	Board,	and	one	member	elected	
by	membership	at	large.		
                                                  Carolyn Gerstenkorn, SOLT Chair  

January 8 5:30pm 
Business Meeting 
Olive Tree Venue 

February  5 5:30pm 
Board Meeting 
Candle Club 

February 12 5:30pm 
Program/Business Meeting 
Olive Tree Venue 

Congratulations	to	Dr.	
Rhonda	Lewis!			

Rhonda has received the 2018 
Minority Mental Health 

Awareness Champion 
Recognition Award.  
Rhonda is WSU 
Professor of 
Psychology and Chair 
of the Department.			

Service Committee Update 
The Service Committee 
received a total of 7 
applications for the Live Your 
Dream Award program.  The 
committee will meet in 
January to review and rank 
these 
applications/nominations.  I 

will let the membership know when a meeting date is set and 
welcome any club members to participate in the review/selection 
process.  

Kathy Newsom 
Service Committee Chair 
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January 2019 Luncheon 

Who needs a new nametag?? 

I will be ordering nametags for 
our new members soon.  If any 
member needs a new nametag, 
please let me know and I will 
order it at the same time.  I do not 
currently have a cost as I am 
shopping for a local business.  I 
hope to have a price for you at the 
January meeting. 

Kathy Newsom, Treasurer 

Your	Help	is	Needed	
I have many photos of Soroptimist award 
winners, but don’t have all of the names that 
go with the pictures.   If you have been 
involved with the awards during the past few 
years, would you please help me identify 
them. 

Karen Harmon, Historian 

HELLO	MY	NAME	IS:	

District	I	Director	Resigns	

Our January luncheon is scheduled for Tuesday, January 22nd at the Sweet Spot, 8448 W. Central.  We will 
meet at noon, members and guests are all welcome.  If you plan to be there, please send me an email 
(barthleann@aol.com) so that I can give the restaurant an idea of how many will attend; however, 
reservations are not required and we will be happy to see everyone. 

Our last luncheon was November 27th and we had 15 members and guests at the Bricktown Brewery on 
North Rock Rd.  It was a nice break before the holiday rush began, and a great opportunity to visit with 
people we might not get to know during our regular meetings.  If you have not attended one of our 
luncheons, we encourage you to join us.  They are very informal, and you may arrive or leave whenever 
you need. 

Hope to see some new faces at our January 22nd lunch. 

Leann Barth, Coordinator 

It with great sadness that your South Central Region Board has 
accepted the resignation of our District I Director, Gail Gomez. We 
are so thankful for Gail and her love of Soroptimist, she will be 
sincerely missed. I hope that Gail knows that she will forever hold a 
place in my heart and to not be surprised if I call her for her opinion. 
Join us in wishing her well in her new adventures!  

The vacancy in the office of District Director, shall be filled by the 
Region Board. 

Jennifer Reeves, SCRI Director 
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P.O. Box 48163                                                     

Wichita, KS  67201                             
soroptimistwichita.org 

Send Newsletter items by the first Tuesday of the month to: 

Marilyn Hansen, Editor                                                 

1401 W River Blvd.  #4E                                                  

Wichita, KS  67203-3300                                                 

316-943-2066 or 316-737-3768                                         

mnfhansen@cox.net              

Linda Bowles, Reporter 

”The beginning is the most 
important part of the work.” – Plato 

” The beginning is always today.” 
—Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley 

Community	Partner	Events		
Carpenter Place’s Ladies Brunch 
* February 2 – 9:00-1:00 
* $25/pp; $125\table of 6 Until January 6 
* Then $30 and $150 

Wichita Family Crisis Center’s  
20th Annual Bootlegger’s Ball 
* Drury Plaza Hotel 
* $70 per person 

	


